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BGGA Students Dongjin Park and Ying Ting Hsieh Win Both Boys and Girls Divisions at AJGA Judie Oppenheimer Memorial

Bishops Gate Golf Academy (BGGA) students Dongjin Park and Ying Ting Hsieh won the boys and girls divisions respectively at the AJGA Judie Oppenheimer Memorial Junior in Okatie, South Carolina.
Park and Hsieh are rising seniors at BGGA. Park has been a student-athlete at BGGA for four years, and Hsieh is entering her third year at BGGA.
Hseih, of Huantan Township, Taiwan, won with a 1-over-par for 211. This is her first AJGA win and fifth AJGA event. In the 2017 Judie Oppenheimer Memorial Junior Hsieh placed T19. In 2017 Hsieh won the Girls Division at the IJGT Central Florida Classic at Disney’s Lake Buena Vista course, after a one-hole sudden death playoff.
Park, from Seoul, South Korea, won wire-to-wire at 3-under-par for 207. This is Park’s first AJGA win. His previous best finish came at the 2017 EMoney.com/Daniel Berger Junior Championship at T6. Park was the second highest ranked player in the Boys Division at T193 in the Rolex AJGA Rankings.
"I was very nervous and excited to win my first AJGA event,” said Ying Ting.  “After I made eagle on 15 on the final day and my competitor made birdie, it gave me the confidence I needed to finish strong and earn the win. I'm very happy and proud to be an AJGA Champion!"
"The two hour rain delay was a curse and a blessing for Ying Ting because on one hand, she started the delay by allowing the idle time to worry about possible negative outcomes, said BGGA Senior Coach Nate Dougherty. "However, because the delay was so long, she had time to sit down for lunch with Dongjin and Daniel Song, and they reminded her to use appropriate self-talk, stay patient and execute on shot at a time. She went back out after the rain delay for a routine 2 putt par on 16, a fantastic birdie on 17 and a final bogey 18 to win. As with Dongjin, Yingting's victory is no surprise to anyone who knows her."
"I always wanted to win an AJGA but I didn't think it would happen so soon so it was really nice,” said Donjin. “The rain delay actually helped me because I had just made a bogey on the par 3, 11th hole. I took the time to settle my nerves and focus on what was ahead. I finished strong and capitalized on the birdie holes which was a key to maintaining my lead."
"Dongjin learned 'how to win' this year playing in many IJGTs and other tournaments," stated BGGA Senior Coach Nate Dougherty. "He had some good experiences to draw on during the crucial moments of the AJGA Judie Oppenheimer."
In just five short years, BGGA is proud to have built the foremost golf coaching team in junior golf with the results of our students evidencing the quality of instruction and development.
Bishops Gate Golf Academy (BGGA) has supplanted itself as the dominant force in junior golf after the success during the 2017-18 academic year. The total wins for BGGA this past year is a record for the Academy at 39. There was a total of 109 top-3 finishes and 213 top-10 finishes.

